
No Compensation 

Required  (2) 

Previously compensated under 

another permit 

Yes No 

No Compensation 

Required  (3) 

Yes No 

Fish Present? 

Temporary Outlet Permanent Outlet Does not have two or more species 

with 75% Species Abundance Criteria2 

Two or more species with 75% 

of Species Abundance Criteria2 

No Compensation 

Required  (4) No Compensation 

Required  (7) 

Low Value (5) 

Low Value  (6) 

Yes No 

Repeated Disturbance? 

Yes No 

The CTH1 is ≥75% Forested post-construction condi-

tion with no proposed fill within the pool depression 

No indicator Species ? 

Yes No 

Meets any of the following High Value Criteria: 

• Significant Vernal Pools (SVP)  (9) 

• Natural or non-natural pool which one or more species meets 

NRPA Abundance Criteria1 (10) 

• Cluster Pools or complexes which one or more species meets 

NRPA Abundance Criteria2 (11) 

• Presence of blue spotted salamanders (12) 

• Contains any Rare, Threatened or Endangered (RTE) species (13) 

No Compensation 

Required  (8) 

Yes No 

High Value 

Yes No 

Medium Value 

Meets any of the following Low Value Criteria 

Meets any of the following Medium Value Criteria: 

• Two or more indicator species are present with 75%                         

of Species Abundance Criteria3 (15) 

• Cluster pools or complexes where two or more indicator species 

are present and reach 75% of  Species Abundance Criteria2 (16) 

Does not have two or more species 

with 75% Species Abundance Criteria2 

Two or more species with 75% 

of Species Abundance Criteria2 

Medium Value  (18) Low Value (19) 

Seasonal or Temporary inlet/outlet 

with evidence of fish 

ATV/Skidder Ruts, ABA’s or spawning areas  

or cluster pools with low indicator species 

abundance and no RTE species 

Low Value (20) 

New England Clean Energy Connect (NECEC) 

USACOE Vernal Pools Value Determination Flow Chart and Criteria Designations  

For Compensation Plan Development  

August 2018 

No clearing required with no proposed 

fill within pool depression or envelope 

No Compensation 

Required  (1) 

Yes No 

2 NRPA Species Abundance Criteria 

Fairy Shrimp Present at any life stage 

Blue spotted salamanders ≥ 10 egg masses 

Spotted salamander ≥ 20 egg masses 

Wood frogs ≥ 40 egg masses 

3 75% of NRPA Species Abundance Criteria 

Fairy Shrimp N/A (Presence would qualify 

as a high value pool) 

Blue spotted salamanders ≥ 7 egg masses 

Spotted salamander ≥ 15 egg masses 

Wood frogs ≥ 30 egg masses 

1 CTH is defined as Critical Terrestrial Habitat and is the 

zone between 100 feet and 750 feet outward from the 

pool depression. 

Footnotes 

Reduction to  

Medium Value  

Exception #12 or #13 Criteria 

(14) 

Existing CTH ≤75% 

Forested Cover 

Existing CTH ≤75% 

Forested Cover 

Reduction to  

Low Value 

(17) 


